In 2007, two years after the headquarters of the International Institute of Archival Sciences -IIAS was transferred from Maribor (Slovenia) to Trieste (Italy) thanks to a special agreement signed with the at that time Italian Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities, one of the most successful initiatives of the IIAS to date starts: the Autumn Archival School, training course in archival science and electronic document management.
From its very beginning, the School is not conceived as a different activity of the International Archival Day, but it constitutes on the contrary completion and integration; attending at the school includes also statutorily participating in the meeting, of which recalls the topics enriching them with contributions not only ex cathedra but with workshops allowing students to put into practice the information and knowledge accumulated during the Conference. It is also forecast within the school a day of practical activity on the field consisting of a guided tour to an archival institution.
More, the School provides a powerful stimulus to the repetition of the event locally, and then of theoretical and practical dissemination: from the very first year, indeed, similar initiatives are organised at a national or regional level in the participants' countries, not only recalling the topics but also helping to stimulate, where missing or underdeveloped, a debate of considerable substance about the latest news of archival science.
An essential element to mutual understanding, to the development and enrichment of the discussion concerning archival science, and a main working tool, is the preparation of a Multilingual Dictionary of Archival Terminology edited by the participants in the school, whose ultimate aim is to relate every single word of a language to one and only word in another language, in order to cross from one language to another instantly, identifying at the same time without possibility of error the concept referred to, as well as to provide additional material for discussion and growth in the archival field by relating to each other different cultures and experiences. Lessons are held in a collegial and collaborative atmosphere: made in English, Italian or Slovenian (official languages of the Institute), they are translated almost simultaneously by the participants themselves in their own languages, and all the study material is immediately available to those who attend. This feature of friendly commonality will be one of the hallmarks of the school, conceived and structured in fact not as a sort of second international conference, but conceived and implemented in the spirit of a constructive and collaborative sharing of all the participants: the school is not only to listen, but also to put into practice the concepts of archives developed.
In the following years, and to this day, the School gets a broad and general consensus, and a growing interest: started with a particular regard to the Balkans, it expands to European and non-European area, with people coming in, for example, from Malaysia, Oman Sultanate, Turkey, and with increasing registration requests. Anyway, the number of participants is kept closed to 25-30 people at most, in order to offer face-to-face lessons-seminars and to encourage interaction among the participants. It must also be said that the request to access the school not only affects young archivists: even the same teachers experience the pleasure of being able to come and lecture at school, and not to consider their teaching experience as a single one, but on the contrary to be repeated several times. And more: over the years, more than a few participants passes, so to speak, on the other side, becoming on their turn a guest teacher at the school.
Ten years after, although among the easily imaginable organisational and economic difficulties, the IIAS Autumn Archival School is now with no doubt an important reality, consolidated and irreplaceable in the international archival field, always a coveted goal of a permanent training in the archival sector, gaining more and more deep approval and appreciation. All this with the prospect, the commitment and the goal of being able to always maintain the achieved quality standards of excellence, and to succeed in conveying the convinced consensus gained so far to an ever-present support of the Institutions which up to the present days have been supporting the Institute and its activities, and particularly with the desirable support of the IIAS Member Countries, in order to face the growing and heavy economic necessities necessary for the continuation of the Institute's work, to the greater benefit of the future generations of archivists to whom proudly pass the baton of such an initiative. 
